
[Mike Hackett email to Board of Supervisors following Reverie appeal decision 10/14/15] 
 
Good afternoon all, 
 
Although I was disappointed in the "partial upholding" of the appeal, I completely understand that 
the Supervisors were mandated in their findings due to the process within County Policy that has 
been in effect, at least partially based on the Zucker Report. I would like to ask, exactly where can 
that actual policy be found? 
 
However, the most salient point I feel was only partially mentioned by Supervisor Dillon; that 
being the two separate cave excavations without County permits and therefore without County 
approval.  The fact remains that in 2001 the first approximate 2,000 square feet of cave was dug 
with State OSHA inspection, but no County building permit, as was required.  Again in 2008, the 
owner of Reverie dug an additional approx 2,000 square feet of cave, again with the State 
inspection, but no County permit. As you know, the State is only involved to the extent they 
classify the site and ensure safety during construction.  We now have a nearly 5,000 square foot 
cave, being utilized by citizens of this County.  How can we ensure their safety without a "final" 
from Napa County.  Seems like a litigious nightmare for the County should anything negative 
occur within. 
 
The obvious problem for the residents of this County is that had Mr. Kiken taken out a required 
building permit that would have been money into the County coffers.  This was, once again, the 
situation in 2008.  That money was essentially stolen from the citizens of our County.  However, 
that is not the most serious monetary consequence.  In retrospect, the initial cave would have 
cost approximately $200/square foot and would, therefore, have increased his property value of at 
least an additional $400,000.  By the time the second cave excavation occurred, it would have 
cost around $300/square foot and would have increased his property value an additional 
$600,000.  These taxes were not collected. 
 
One can easily ascertain that he would have needed to pay since 2001, additional taxes to the 
County of somewhere in the neighborhood of $4,000/yr times 14 years, which comes out to 
$56,000.  The second cave from 2008 until the present would have meant $36.000 additional into 
the County.  These are extremely conservative estimates. 
 
This money is owed by Mr. Kiken to each and every citizen of this County.  I am hopeful, that 
since we only have a tentative approval from yesterday’s appeal, that this money should be 
collected in arrears and penalties should be enforced prior to the finish of the matter.  Should this 
not be possible, I believe this should be turned over to the County District Attorney's office.  
Essentially, this was an egregious act that ultimately was committed against the citizens you 
represent at the County. 
 
I would expect a timely response to this e-mail of inquiry, and I would ask that you turn this matter 
over to the office of the D.A, should you deem it appropriate.  Thank you very much. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Mike Hackett	  


