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“The times they are a changing…”     May 1, 2015 
 
As you know we have been attending Supervisor and Planning Commission 
meetings for months offering our opinions on the merits of projects before them.  
And while our efforts have not gone unnoticed, for the most part we haven’t seen 
much progress. Until now. 
 
Two weeks ago several coalition members met with Supervisor Pedroza to 
discuss pending projects.  We explained that it was maddening to spend all of 
our time researching projects and lobbying against them only to be ignored and 
that we were getting angry; we were seeking a leader who would listen and act 
on those issues/projects that were obviously wrong.   
 
Yesterday the Planning Department issued their Agenda for next Tuesday’s 
meeting and, “wonder of wonders!” we found that they now plan to deny a permit 
for the Caves at Soda Canyon.  This is the project wherein the applicant drilled a 
fourth cave (by accident!?) which opened out over Stag’s Leap and then built a 
patio for tasting at the portal and now were seeking permission granted after the 
fact [another day in Napa County government].  On April 1 the Planning Staff 
Recommendation: “Find the project Categorically Exempt and approve the Use 
Permit Minor Modification as conditioned.” 
 
But that was then and now they have found “Failure to comply with the County’s 
regulatory process jeopardizes the community’s health, safety and welfare for all 
of the reasons stated above.” Now we have to hope that the Planning 
Commissioners will agree with this. 
 
We obviously have to acknowledge Alfredo’s influence to bring sanity to this 
particular issue.  It is important that you call him or email 
(alfredo.pedroza@countyofnapa.org) him to thank him for showing the type of 
leadership we have been seeking.  It will strengthen our hand for the next 
time…Please do it and copy me.   


