
The water shortage in
Rector Reservoir recently pre-
dicted for late summer may be
averted due to recent rainfall,
CalVet spokesperson June
Iljana reported yesterday.

In mid-February an adviso-
ry issued by an engineer for
the California Water Resources
Board suggested the Town of
Yountville and the Veterans
Home, owned by CalVet, con-
sider purchasing water from
the City of Napa to protect its
residents if the CalVet-owned
reservoir receded to a level
that would prevent it from
diverting water to long-term
users.

This caught Town officials
by surprise as it represented
the first time in at least 20
years that the Town had been
advised of a water storage
issue at Rector, and it seemed
implausible due to the wet
year the area experienced in
2017.

“At  this point,” Iljana said,
“we don’t think there will be a
need to import water this
year.”

In the last six weeks “rains
have increased the water level
in the reservoir from 351 feet
then to 364 feet.  As a next
step, we are contracting for a
short timeframe analysis of

our water supply.  With that
said, we still want to encour-
age everyone in this area to
implement reasonable conser-
vation measures.  That is never
a poor choice.  Conservation is
the way of life in California,”
Iljana commented.

The factor that appears to
have drawn down the water
level in the reservoir is what
Iljana characterized as a “high-
er than average” outflow from
the base of the dam “due in
part to a voluntary agreement
endorsed by Water Audit to
bypass water to lower Rector
Creek.”

In 2016 Water Audit
California, a public benefit
corporation, filed a lawsuit
against CalVet to force compli-
ance with Fish and Game
Code 5937.  The Town of
Yountville was named as a
defendant in this legal com-
plaint as well.  

This suit, as well as many
others filed by Water Audit,
seeks to force dam operators
to bypass “sufficient” water to
maintain the downstream fish-
ery in good condition.

The case has not been set-
tled, but both Water Audit and
CalVet agree that there have
been some negotiations
toward a settlement.

Iljana said early last year
CalVet, the California Dept. of
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and
Water Audit met to discuss the
complaint filed by Water
Audit.  

“As an interim measure,
CDFW offered to allow CalVet
to pass water through the
(Silverado Fisheries) base to
address Water Audit’s con-
cerns,” and Water Audit
endorsed this plan, she contin-
ued. 

Outflow from the Silverado
Fisheries Base was higher than

average during 2017, due in
part to this voluntary interim
plan to bypass water to lower
Rector Creek through the base.

A statement by Water
Audit’s Board of Directors
agrees with this assessment,
but contends the “higher than
average” bypass was actually
triple the historic use of the
Silverado Fisheries Base and
60 percent above a 2013 yield
study on which the interim
plan for 2017 was modelled.

In 2017 water diverted for
fish and the wildlife hatchery
was 1608 acre feet, up from
564 acre feet in 2016 and a 12-
year average of 723 acre feet,
Water Audit said.

“More than 100 acre-feet a
month were used in the dry
season, when the study antici-
pated only 45 acre-feet,” said
the Water Audit, and this dif-
ference is what caused the
reservoir to drop so severely. 

“The shortfall is not a mat-
ter of environmental over-
reaching, but error in dam
operation,” said Water Audit
attorney Bill McKinnon. 

CalVet would not comment
on this Water Audit assess-
ment.

Meanwhile, Town
Manager Steve Rogers said
earlier this week, before the
more favorable report was
received from CalVet yester-
day, that the Town has taken
a number of steps in antici-
pation of decreased water
supply, including working
with the City of Napa to pro-
vide ongoing water supply,
prepping the Town’s emer-
gency water well for use and
preparing for the possible
launch of mandatory water
restrictions such as those in
place a few years ago during
the long drought.
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High Low
Wednesday 3/21    61     51
Thursday        60   43
Friday       58 35
Saturday        55   40
Sunday 59 35
Monday 68    35
Tuesday           80    52
Precipitation =    2.48
Season Total =    15.84
Last Year       =    45.70
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Triple Pitch Opens Little League Season

Easter  Worship  Schedule
Good Friday (March 30)

Carmelite House of Prayer, Oakville
2:30 p.m., Stations of the Cross
3 p.m., The Passion of the Lord

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church, Yountville
1 p.m., Mass, English
5 p.m., Mass, Spanish

St. Stephen’s Anglican Church, Oakville
Noon, Good Friday Liturgy and Mass of the Presanctified,
Meditations on the Passion and the Solemn Collects

Holy Saturday (March 31)
Carmelite House of Prayer, Oakville

8 p.m., Easter Vigil
St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church, Yountville

7 p.m., Mass, Bilingual
St. Stephen’s Anglican Church, Oakville

6 p.m., Blessing of the new fire and of the Paschal Candle,
singing of the Exultet, Litany of the Saints and Evensong

Easter Sunday (April 1)
California Veterans Home, Yountville

by the flags in front of the Adminstration Building

7 a.m., Brief Easter sunrise service
Carmelite House of Prayer, Oakville

9 a.m., Mass of the Resurrection
Holy Family Mission, Rutherford

9 a.m., Mass, English
Noon, Mass, Latin

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church, Yountville
10:30 a.m., Mass, English
Noon, Mass, Spanish

St. Stephen’s Anglican Church, Oakville
8:30 a.m., Choral Holy Communion
10:30 a.m., Celebration of the Resurrection and New Creation

Uptown Theater, Napa
sponsored by Hillside Christian Church

6 p.m., Easter service for the Napa Valley, no admission charge
Yountville Community Church, Yountville

(temporarily meeting at 1920 Finnell Rd.)
10 a.m, Easter worship service

Yountville Seventh-day Adventist Church, Yountville
9:15 a.m., serious Bible study
10:45 a.m, main worship service

Rector Dam Level Rises With Rain, Need to Import Water Subsides

Pitchers Ernie and Dave Ilsley and Mayor John Dunbar, center, on the mound,
along with catchers Gabe Pachecho, Leo Lopez and Jesus Alcantar, perform their
opening day duties Saturday as they throw and catch the first pitches of the sea-

son on Yountville’s Kaneshiro Field, where three Yountville Little League teams
will be based this season.  Photographer Glen Nock captured two of the balls in
the air and one about to leave the pitcher’s arm.  (See story on Page 4.)
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